APPENDIX II

PLOTINUS

FROM Anaxagoias onwaids the mam pimciple of Gieok
philosophy was dualism, the opposition of the One and the
many, God and the world In an often-quoted passage
Plato says the Ideal Good is beyond existence (epelema tes
ousias)

Next in the descending scale he placed the * Intelligible
World' of Ideas or archetypes, conceived by reason (NOILS)
Then came the * Sensible World ' of phenomena, which were
only copies of the divine archetypes reproduced in matter1
This matter was of itself non-existent (me on), in fact, a mere
potentiality of taking the imprints of the archetypes

With the Stoics monism made its appearance, and took the
place of the previous dualism For Plato's s Ideas' they sub-
stituted Logoi, thoughts, forms, or forces immanent in tlhr
universe And these Logo% were often spoken of as all
summed up in the one Logos Most Stoics, likeBplctetus and
Marcus Aurelius, regarded the universe as natura natmans,
manifested Logos or Amma Munch, others regarded the
Logoi as only functions of matter (natwra natmata)

Philo, the Alexandrian Jew, who lived at the same time as
St. Paul, managed to combine this Logos doctrine with the
Hebrew Scriptures 2 By allegorical interpretation he identi-
fied the Stoic Logoi with the angels mentioned in the Scrip-
tures, and at the same time he reduced the personal Yahveh
of the Scriptuies to the abstract Being of Greek philosophy

J See 'Masnavi,' p 226

2 The Book of Wisdom, piobably the work of a Hellemzmg Jew,
prepared the way for Philo, but tho cautious writer speaks not of Greek
'Logos,' but of Hebrew * Wisdom,' as the first effluent, the mirror and
express image of the Deity (Wisd vn 26)
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